MINUTES OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT COMMON CAUSE HOUSE ON AUGUST 1, 2009. 
  

Participants  

Mr. Vikram Lal                               President 

Maj Gen (Retd.) J.P. Gupta            Vice President 

Dr. Ashok Khosla 

Mr. Jyoti Sagar 

Mr. Prakash Singh 

Mr. Prashant Bhushan 

Dr. B.P. Mathur                               Hony. Treasurer 

Mr. Kamal Jaswal                            Director 

Mr. Sarvesh Sharma                        Special Invitee   

The minutes of the previous meeting held on May 11, 2009 were approved.   

The Council noted with satisfaction the response evoked by the seminar on “Making our Police Effective & People-friendly”, organized by the Society in collaboration with the India International Centre on July 4, 2009. It was felt that the impact made by the first civil society dialogue initiated by Common Cause augured well for the success of the ensuing initiatives in the domain of governance reforms. By way of follow up of the seminar on Police Reforms, it was suggested that a delegation from Common Cause should call upon the Prime Minister and the Home Minister to press for effective and expeditious action on key elements of the police reforms agenda, on which a broad consensus has emerged.  

The Council deliberated at length on the strategy to mobilize popular support for police reforms. The key issue was to catch the imagination of the public and create a constituency for police reforms. A number of suggestions were made concerning the creative aspects of an advertising campaign to keep the issue in public focus.  It was, however, recognized that it would be difficult to raise the required resources for a public service advertising campaign from the corporate sector, because in the current economic scenario, the corporations are not able to support their own products and have had to prune their advertising budgets drastically. Under the circumstance, the most cost-effective option is to harness the potential of information and communications technologies and reach out to the public through advertisements on the internet, signature campaigns, interactive blogs and SMS campaigns. The Society could also explore the feasibility of creating a platform on the lines of ‘Avaaz Organisation’ for mobilizing the support of the internet community on public issues of topical interest. This would require additional resources for content creation and dissemination on a sustained basis.  

The Council took note of the efforts being made to refurbish the website   www.commoncauseindi.org. Mr. Jyoti Sagar suggested that professional assistance should be sought to optimize the website, so that in any web search, ‘Common Cause’ comes up as one of the preferred sources of information on all the major thrust areas of the Society’s activities.  

Pursuant to the recommendation to facilitate the emergence of a consensus on police reforms, it was suggested that Common Cause should be on the lookout for potential partners. In this context, the initiatives taken by the Parliamentary Research Society and the CII were cited.   

Mr. Prashant Bhushan expressed his apprehension in regard to the effectiveness of the mechanisms proposed for ensuring the functional autonomy of the police and redressing public grievances against the police. The experiment of converting the Central Vigilance Commission into a statutory body and placing the Central Bureau of Investigation under its control has not led to the desired outcome in terms of the quality of the selections made and of the supervision exercised. The CVC has also failed to ensure proper investigation of the complaints made by whistleblowers and afford due protection to them. The National Human Rights Commission has also failed to fulfil its statutory mandate despite its exalted status. In both cases, the model of selection is flawed, as the interests of the executive, the leader of opposition and the higher judiciary largely coincide. A qualitative change in the status quo can only be brought about by broad-basing the selection procedure through induction of civil society representatives and ensuring complete transparency in the nominations. The performance record of the nominees should be put to a close scrutiny and the selections made subject to parliamentary confirmation, as in the United States.  

In this context, concerns were also raised in regard to the coalescence of the executive and the legislative wings in the Westminster model adopted by India and the breakdown of the legislative process evidenced by the steady decline in the proportion of time allocated to legislation in Parliament and state legislatures.   

The Council was apprised of the arrangements being made for the forthcoming seminar on “Agenda for Administrative Reforms” and the structure of its two sessions on ‘Delivery Systems for Public Goods and Services’ and ‘Refurbishing the Human Resource Pool & Enforcing Accountability’.  

The Council was also informed of the initiative of the Society in requesting the Election Commission to take cognizance of the recent trend of erecting, at public places and at state expense, statues of political functionaries and symbols linked to the ruling party. In Uttar Pradesh, statues of the incumbent Chief Minister and of other political figures linked to the ruling party are being erected in various public places. The Commission has been requested to exercise its inherent powers to curb this practice and cancel the allotment of the reserved symbol of elephant to BSP.  

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.  

                                                                                                                        
(Vikram Lal)                                                                                                                              
